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Introduction

Ideas about God have successfully 
survived for thousands of years as man 
evolved from hunter-gatherers to the 
complex being that he is today. Even 
scientists who seek answers to many 
questions such as -- What was there 
before the Big Bang? What is the nature of 
dark energy and dark matter? What 
exactly is consciousness, and how did we 
become conscious? What is beyond the 
horizon of this universe? – These 
questions often see God as some sort of 
mys te r ious  en t i t y  o r  pe rvad ing  
consciousness that constitutes and 
governs all. Besides, scientists have not 
been able to answer and resolve all the 
mysteries and complexities surrounding 
our lives.

There are three perplexing beliefs about 
God,  which can ' t  be va l idated,  
scientifically or even otherwise. First, 
those who believe in God, even after 
giving them convincing arguments and 
evidences, they are not going to believe 
that God doesn't exist. 

The concept of God is 
highly personalized, 

each one of us have our 
own ideas about the 

'omnipotent force'. Many 
of us imagine God as 

having varied attributes 
and shapes similar to 
like that of humans, 

while others perceive 
whole universe as the 

God. 

Some people don't believe in His 
existence, while some are not sure. There 
are evidences that even thousands of 
years before the Christ, concept of God 
has arisen. For example, there exist 
paintings, symbols and engravings in 
caves, as early as 25,000 years back in 
north east Brazil. 

Even many believers can go to 
the extent of sacrificing their 

lives in the name of their God. 
The existence of God is non-

negotiable for them. 

Second, believers can justify or answer 
any mishappening with anyone. Even 
extreme cases of cruelty, suffering, 
violence, adversities and misfortunes are 
justified by believers that 'it's all because of 
God's Will' or 'this is a result of past life's 
deeds'. It means even these incidents can 
be explained in the name of God. Lastly, in 
majority of the religions, their believers go 
to 'heaven after death'. The life doesn't end 
with death.

Since the prehistoric times, mankind 
has been fascinated, puzzled by so 

called God, the Supreme Being, the 
creator of all creatures including humans 
and the prime source of faith and moral 
authority. 



God and Religions

Religion, the belief in and worship of personal God, goes back to ancient times, when 
primitive man perceived all objects, including animals and plants, as having some 
supernatural aspects (animism). During those times itself, the concept of God also arose, 
as an all-powerful and omnipotent Supreme Being watching and governing humans from 
the top. Then as civilizations developed, organised religions were born and started 
expanding. There are now billions of followers of organised religions such as Christianity, 
Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, and Buddhism. There are also lesser known but equally 
established religions such as the Baha'I faith, Sikhism, and Zoroastrianism. 

Gradual ly,  devot iona l  prac t ices,  
superstitions, and rituals were developed 
in each religion. The basic characteristics 
of all religions are similar. There is firm 
belief in an omnipotent and loving 
Supreme Being. All religions also have 
their own set of beliefs, which their 
followers are required to respect and 
follow. Religion provides cohesiveness 
and harmony within their communities. 
According to the Pew Research Centre's 
2012 global study of 230 countries and 
territories, 

16% of the world's 
population is not 
affiliated with a 

religion, while 84% are 
affiliated. It means out 

of 780 crore of world 
population, 650 crore 

people believe in God, 
in one form or other.   



God continue to flourish, despite the 
rise of science and reason

During medieval times, human beings 
often had to accept the things as they 
were. It was believed that God had created 
the universe and earth was at the centre of 
universe. Also, humans were at total 
mercy and will of the God. However, the 
discoveries made by our scientists about 
universe and the nature often challenged 
our beliefs. For example, Galileo in early 
17th century shown to the world that sun 
and not the earth was at the centre of 
universe therefore shattered the very 
belief about humans at the centre of 
universe. The second great change in 
human understanding of the cosmos was 
brought about by Isaac Newton who in 
1687 set out the basic laws of mechanics 
and motion and postulated the concept 
that universe was governed was by the 
universal laws of nature and not by the 
God. 

As science grew, reason and rationality 
increased and with the result, people 
started doubting the existence of personal 
God i.e. the entity watching and governing 
people's lives. 

Meaningless Existence

We humans are insignificant under grand scheme of things. Our faculty 
of imagination is so poor that we can't imagine the place of earth in the 
universe. Some physicists believe that the size of the observable 
universe is estimated to be 93 billion light-years in diameter. One light 
year is about 6 trillion km. It's still expanding in all directions. No, you 
can't imagine the vastness of universe having around one billion trillion 
starts. One of the starts is sun. We humans have been evolved over a 
span of 3.8 billion years. Now, with time line, you are one among 780 
crore individuals, living presently on earth. We have come here for a 
very limited time. There is no meaning or purpose behind our 
existence. Life is meaningless. Where the God fits in our existence? 
There are laws of nature that govern our mechanical world and the life.          

What's the harm in believing God when 
people are getting emotional and 
psychological support from His presence? 
Further, the religions flourished, people's 
faith in their respective God and inter-faith 
conflicts grew, as humanity expanded. 
Now the time has come, there is no going 
back. God will continue to stay with us at 
least for the time being. 

Since faith in God was 
so deeply embedded in 
collective psyche, God 
continued to flourish 

among masses. In God, 
people find it easier to 

believe in his existence, 
even if he is not there. 



God provides us the meaning

Despite universe being meaningless, we 
humans create meaning and purpose 
behind our existence. We, as a whole, 
wouldn't have survived if we individually 
and collectively were not creating our own 
meaning. That's why, humanity is growing 
and evolving to the next level. For many 
years now, God used to the only source for 
people to lead a decent, truthful and 
morally correct life so that after death they 
can go to heaven. If they don't live that life, 
then they would go to hell. Not only in 
Christianity and Hinduism but also in other 
major religions,

We humans then realised that we are no 
more in the centre of universe. We need 
create to create our own destiny, script our 
future. God is not going to guide and 
protect us. As science expanded, role of 
personal Gods started declining but faith in 
God, in general, remains either intact or 
even get stronger. The roots of religious 
rituals, practices and dogmas had already 
gone too deep. Fear of God in our 
collective psyche got embedded. 

Despite scientific and 
technological revolutions, God 

remain to be integral part of 
our lives.

In this way, God 
continue to provide us 

the meaning and 
purpose of life. Even at 
the time of severe pain, 
intense suffering and 

acute cruelty, God gives 
us the much-needed 
comfort of emotional 
support to humanity.

God was the sole source 
of truth, morality and 

divinity. However, due 
to ascendency of 

science, there starts 
decline in role of 

personal Gods in our 
lives. Man's position in 

the cosmos got 
degraded. 



Proof of God's Existence

Numerous concepts and hypotheses have 
been postulated by philosophers, religious 
scholars, and other thinkers, that reinforce 
our faith in the existence of God.  From St. 
Thomas Aquinas's Five Proofs, to 
ontological arguments, to the anthropic 
principle and the theory of intelligent 
design, we have much to ponder. 
However, this question will remain 
unsolved in the absence of any conclusive 
or empirical proof. In any case, each one of 
us has our own ideas about God which are 
unique and personal. 

In relation to the concept of God, more and 
more scientists are today arguing that the 
universe is fine-tuned and the God is the 
master designer. The universe has been 
designed in such a way so that life might 
develop and it would have the potential for 
all sorts of wonderful and unique things to 
happen. In other words, the Creator gave 
us the universe that had the potential to 
produce creatures like us. This theory is 
based on the idea of Anthropic Principle. 

So, it is an interesting argument. But there 
is also a new argument that has come up 
recent ly  regarding Cosmological  
Constant. This is the term introduced by 
Einstein in his equations. This constant 
provides the effective density of the 
universe, which is comparable to the 
density of ordinary matter. This is 
something that can happen at this present 
general time of the universe. Earlier in the 
universe's life this was not true, and later it 
is not going to be true.

The other argument is 
called the 'Time 

Argument'. It goes like 
this, if we are not existing 
now, if now is the wrong 
time for us to exist, and 
then we would have to 

exist at some other time. 

In this model, the physical 
constants are exactly the 
right. If the mass of the 
electron were slightly a 

different value, the 
universe would have been 

quite different than we 
have a today.



Personal God and religion

For many, there is a personal God, who very minutely oversees their lives. God makes 
elaborate plans for each one of us. He writes our destiny before we come into this world. 
We get punished or rewarded according to our deeds in this generation or may be in next 
incarnation. There is a famous and relevant quote by George Carlin, an American author 
that goes like this: “Religion has actually convinced people that there's an invisible man – 
living in the sky – who watches everything you do, every minute of every day. And the 
invisible man has a special list of ten things he does not want you to do. And if you do any of 
these ten things, he has a special place, full of fire and smoke and burning and torture and 
anguish, where he will send you to live and suffer and burn and choke and scream and cry 
forever and ever till the end of time …. But he loves you! “

keep record of each individual about 
his or her evilness and goodness so 
that He can follow the policy of reward 
and punishment in this life or may be 
after death and more importantly, He 
do respond to our prayers. We also 
feel that God occasionally intervene 
in the laws of nature for showing us 
the miracles or supernatural events 
and therefore there are innumerable 
stories, myths and epics. This is what 
we call Him a Religious God.

We all need God for one reason or the 
other. Most of the believers have great 
faith in God mostly thinking their God 
as benevolent, omnipotent, sensitive to 

their needs and desires,



God, fate and destiny

In many religions, the followers consider an all-powerful God to 
be the only force with complete control over our fate and destiny. 
God make a plan for every individual. The Bible speaks of a 
divine plan, or God's plan. Fate is under God's plan. God is holy, 
wise, and benevolent. Only God is sovereign, and His sovereign 
control is called divine providence. In other words, everything 
that happens in the world is made to work out according to God's 
plan. This plan includes a reward for good behaviour and for 
those who trust Him. Similarly, in Islam, fate is the decree of 
Allah. Fatalism is a major premise of Islam, which demands total 
submission to the sovereignty of Allah. Fatalism is: whatever 
happens, happens, and we can't do anything about it. However, 
in Hinduism, instead of God, past deeds and acts play a crucial 
role in creating our destiny. 

Before the emergence of the scientific 
viewpoint on destiny -- that we are all 
empowered to create our own destiny -- 
most religions considered God to be the 
only supernatural power controlling our 
lives, and thus our destiny. Destiny, 
which is variously referred to as fate, is 
a predetermined course of events or 
predetermined future for the human 
race as well as individuals.  

Some religions give 
comfort to people 

with the belief that 
God decides their 
destiny, and that if 

something goes 
terribly wrong, they 
may justify the event 

as God's Will.



If God is so loving and powerful 
then why cruelty, pain and suffering 

among us

There is another very relevant question 
that usually arises when we talk about 
God. If God is so powerful, benevolent, 
and all-loving, then why does He permit 
people to commit cruelty and crimes 
against their fellow beings? Sometimes 
the intensity of the cruelly is beyond our 
imagining, and on those occasions, this 
question invariably comes to the mind of 
theists. This problem is also called 
“theodicy.” Theodicy is a theological 
construct that attempts to vindicate God in 
response to the fundamental problem of 
evil in all its expressions.

Some also feel that suffering and pain is 
necessary part of a divine plan, which is 
meant for ultimate Good in a long run for 
human beings. Irenaean approach is that 
pain and suffering is in order to bring 
greater good and this gives us the 
opportunity to learn and grow. Another 
justification for much suffering in the lives 
of innocent victims has been that there 
must be some form of life beyond earthly 
death, in which the possibility of 
transformation may exist. 

There are many more such explanations 
to this dilemma but for each of such 
answers there are counter arguments and 
further questions. C.S. Lewis in 'The 
problem of Pain' has very nicely summed 
up this issue by saying that “If God were 
good, he would wish to make his creatures 
perfectly happy, and if God were almighty, 
he would be able to do what he wished. But 
the creatures are happy. Therefore, God 
lacks either goodness or power or both”. 
Can we accept this argument if we have 
faith in God? 

There have been diverse arguments, with 
different philosophical approaches to this 
problem. Two dominant responses 
prevail. First, God allows evil in order to 
create a greater good. If there were no 
cruelty and evil, people would not have the 
necessary contrast against which to 
appreciate goodness, compassion, and 
love of others. Second, since God allows 
us to exercise free will, evil is its natural 
consequence.  

As an inevitable result 
of human freedom, 

evil motivates humans 
to grow and evolve; 

God therefore allows 
evil as the price of 
freedom/free will. 



It's better to accept God even if 
there is no God

Despite (and sometimes because of) scientific and technological advances in almost all 
areas of life, it appears that even the most literate populations have belief in God. Many of 
us simply feel safer and more secure believing in God's presence rather than denying and 
rejecting that which might be the Ultimate Reality. There is a popular philosophical 
argument called Pascal's wager that asserts that it is wise to believe in God, even if God’s 
existence cannot be proved or disproved through reason, and even if it turns out to be 
false. 

This argument was presented by 
seventeenth-century French philosopher, 
mathematician, and physicist, Blaise 
Pascal (1623–1662).  According to his 
thinking, if we wager that God does not 
exist, and there is indeed no God, then it 
doesn't matter. There's no point in even 
making a wager. If, however, there is a 
God and we deny His existence, then we 
risk God's wrath and may be sent to hell 
after death. 

The most felicitous 
outcome, of course, 

would be that God does 
exist and we believed it 

right along, in which case 
our reward would be 

eternal happiness. 
Therefore, it's better to 
believe in His existence 
even if there is no God:

The unbeliever has nothing to gain and 
perhaps everything to lose, whereas the 
believer may have everything to gain and 
nothing to lose. Many people tend to 
remain neutral even if they have serious 
doubt about God's existence.  



Need of God in Modern Age

There is no denying to the fact that despite 
multiple revolutions that have transformed 
the world, we need God for providing us 
psychological and emotional support. 
Majority of us still feel insecure, fearful and 
vulnerable in the wake of uncertainty and 
widespread pain and suffering. Hagel's 
philosophy maintains that humanity 
invented the idea of God as a consolation 
and distraction from the sorrow and grief of 
the world. God is a human creation over 
which humanity has authority and control. 

too has left us his frank opinion: 
“Religion is the opium of the 

masses.” 

Karl Marx 

In his mind “God is simply a projection 
of human concerns. Human beings 
look for superhuman being in the 
fantasy reality of heaven, and find 
nothing there but their own reflection.” 
This is the reason that faith and firm 
belief in God's existence has not 
abated despite tremendous progress 
in science and technology. The 
majority of the population continues to 
believe in their religion and/or God's 
role in their lives. 

Moreover, any situation can be explained 
by the existence of God. For emotional 
and psychological support when in 
trouble, God helps. There are studies that 
support the relationship between belief in 
God or Higher Power and mental health 
treatment. 

People who believe in God respond better 
to treatment for depression than those 
who do not. Even in loneliness, God can 
be of great psychological support. Some 
studies have also established the direct 
link between faith or belief in Higher Power 
and psychological wellbeing. Many of us 
would do well to turn to God for support 
and guidance.  

In any case, people feel 
safe and secure in 
believing in God, 

irrespective of whether 
God exists or not. It's 

better not to reject or deny 
God, especially when 
people are subject to 

inherent vulnerability of 
life.



God may be an intelligent 
universe itself

The rise of modern science specially in last three centuries has changed the way of 
thinking and perception about the material world and its relationship with the 'creator' of 
universe and the mankind. Now many people across the world are seeing God as a 
cosmic intelligence behind the very complexity and order of universe. This God has 
created a universe with set general laws of nature and which is fine-tuned for intelligent life 
(cosmic design theory). This God that is based on scientific reasoning and logic is known 
as God of Science. This very God is of supreme rationality and extraordinary intelligence 
that doesn't intervene in our day to day life. His rules are same for all the human beings 
displaying goodness and evilness as He has no interaction with us, our well-beings and 
sufferings. The God doesn't respond to prayer and worship by human beings. 

This is what the scientific 
community call Him the God 
of Science, even if it doesn't 
ever interfere in the universe 
and its laws of nature and 
respond to the demands and 
desires of human beings.

Are we becoming more spiritual 
but not religious?

Majority of us tend to live comfortably, carrying out a set routine of 
activities. They love to remain cosily nestled in their comfort zones.  They 
have barely any time for spiritual practices and are generally ignorant as 
to what exactly spirituality or spiritual life may be.  The difference between 
being religious and spiritual is unclear to them. Each one of us has our 
own ideas about spirituality; there are many myths and misconceptions 
involving spiritual practices in India. 

God of science has a divine purpose behind the 
universe. The God has created an intelligent, 

and self-organizing universe, which has 
gradually evolved through a process of 

continuous development. 



Christians form the biggest 
religious group of all, with 31% 
of the world's population. Next 
come Muslims (24%), then 
Hindus (15%) and Buddhists 
(6.9%). Of the remaining 
population, though some may 
not be affiliated with any 
religious group, they may 
believe in God's existence.

In India, though recent figures from such 
surveys are not available, it's certain that 
more and more people, especially from the 
younger generation, are becoming more in 
tune with spirituality.  However, absolute 
numbers of people belonging to any 
religious group may not be declining. 

Me and My God

Those of us who are living comfortably in 
our own 'comfort zones' also mental peace 
and emotional security in spending 
whatever time we can take out from our 
schedule in religious activities. We try to 
involve in an organized system of 
practices, rituals, and prayers to facilitate 
closeness to God. Our belief system has 
room for innumerable personal gods and 
goddesses, which are in great supply in 
the Hindu religion. Therefore, a large 
population are fine with just being 
religious, rather than venturing out for 
spiritual practices for many different 
reasons.             

Then others are 
“spiritual but not 

religious,” meaning that 
they do not practice any 
religion, but are likely to 

believe in a Higher 
Power, or feel their 
mystical union with 

same. 

It means that worldwide, the majority of 
the world's population still affiliate with 
one particular religion, but their absolute 
numbers are declining. 

Thanks to meditation and 
other spiritual practices, 

increased number of people 
are becoming part of category - 

“spiritual but not religious.”

Interestingly, millennials (individuals born 
between 1981and 1996) are very keen in 
spirituality. They are no more interested in 
religion and religious practices. They, 
however, are passionate about their 
careers, fitness, and the climate change. 
For many of them, the gym or a beautiful 
national park is their temple. While hi-tech 
pursuits consume many of their waking 
hours, millennials tend to keep their minds 
open to the possibility of higher supreme 
power. 

During my early school days, I distinctly remember going to temple regularly 
and praying with my mother, the ardent religious lady. I used to believe God in 
the role of a personal God, who listen to prayers and do justice to followers. If 
we do wrong, we would be punished by that Supreme Being. When in trouble, I 
literary used to beg to God. However, like everything else, my views on God 
evolved. From theist to agnostic, when this shift took place, I have no idea. I feel 
God is doing a great job for the humanity, First, the God provides us the 
meaning of life. Second, He gives us emotional and psychological support 
whenever we are in deep trouble or in traumatic situation. 



Has God outlived His utility? 

Times are changing; faith in God and 
religion is overall declining. People are 
increasingly realizing the importance of 
their potential to script their own journey. 
Notwithstanding the uncertainty and 
unexplainable events that happen in 
everyone's life, more and more people are 
dissociating their destiny from God's role. 
Millennials in particular, who are turning 
away from religion and inclining more 
toward spirituality, don't see their destiny 
as being in the hands of a Supreme Being. 
For them, career and relationships – often 
il lumined by the recognition and 
celebration of unity -- is their newly 
discovered God. 

The majority of millennials are of a 
generation that is very much about owning 
and controlling their destiny, and not in the 
way that previous generations saw it. They 
prefer spending quality time with their 
friends and family to Sunday worship and 
religious pilgrimages. Therefore, over the 
time, as the world changes, so too does 
understanding of the relationship between 
God and destiny. However, in certain 
religions, religious intolerance and 
fundamentalism is on the rise.

Third, He fills the Gap, wherever 
we have no plausible answers. 
'God knows', why this happened 
to me. 'Only He know what's true' 
is often used by all of us. 

At the end, I finally 
believe there is nothing 

like Supreme Power 
exclusively for the 

humanity. Whatever the 
force, energy or 

consciousness that 
permeate the whole 

universe and that's still 
mysterious and 

mystique for the 
physicists can better be 

called as the God. 

 Many people are 
taking a bloody 

path to protect their 
faith in God. It's a 

dangerous trend, no 
one knows when it 

will end.  



Future of God

What would be the future of God' is a very relevant question that needs to be 
answered in current scenario. Before we come to it, we may first deliberate on 
other related question about mankind's future or destiny. There are 2 broad 
scenarios. First, humanity will grow and flourish, thanks to technological and 
industrial revolutions that are underway. Artificial intelligence will eventually 
outsmart human intelligence in say next few decades. Humans will become 
immortal by keep on changing and transplanting their aging organs including 
head. It seems unbelievable at present. But it's undoubtedly achievable. Many 
scientists have made revelations to that effect. After conquering and may be 
destroying earth, humans will start living in other planets. I am sure humans may 
erect temples, churches, masjids etc there too.  

This is one scenario. The second, the equally 
strong possibility is that the civilization may 
face disastrous consequences of impending 
crisis. The most important is climate change. 
We have started witnessing its alarming 
impact on our environment. Global warming 
the way it is impacting biodiversity and climate 
will change the direction of man's journey. 
Although human extinction seems a remote 
possibility at present but consequences can 
be very alarming. Then the other extremely 
important crisis we have started witnessing is 
increasing human conflicts. Religious 
fundamentalism and terrorism are parts of 
conflicts. In this scenario, alarming situation 
may emerge. 

In prevailing 
conditions, it seems 

we will progress 
technologically but 

simultaneously 
human conflicts will 

continue to rise. 

Therefore, idea of God is going with us 
at least in foreseeable future.    



Take Away

God is supposed to be all loving, powerful and 
omnipotent, who oversees and governs all 
humans. If that's so, why He is continuing to 
encourage widespread pain and suffering, 
cruelty and acts of inhumanity with fellow 
beings. Why God allowed his followers and 
believers to misuse and abuse his name? Why 
God allows his believer to behead another 
innocent person, of other religion, in broad day 
light. By all probability and keeping human's 
inherent nature in mind, this bloody conflict has 
just begun. Obviously, idea about God will 
continue to stay with us. Therefore, logically 
speaking, there is nothing like God. However, 
God as an idea, is a deep-rooted illusion in 
collective human psyche and will continue to be 
with us. 

Humanity will therefore 
continue to live with 

God in grand 
'illusionary' scheme of 

things. 

Even the idea of God 
may flourish and grow, 
with more rigidity and 
intolerance, in a time to 

come. 
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